Land Stewardship through the Pigeon River Habitat Initiative

PRHI Project Results
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85 property visits by the Huron
Pines Habitat Specialist

Wildlife plantings completed on
200 acres to attract wildlife with
native plants

Forest Stewardship Management
Plans placed on 2,691 acres,
helping pave the way to
sustainable forestry practices

9 voluntary conservation

easements secured, permanently

protecting 2,489 acres of land
20092012 Strategic Plan
adopted

Charlevoix County Community
Foundation

Dart Container Corporation
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources

Michigan Fly Fishing Club
Natural Resource Conservation
Service

Otsego Wildlife Legacy Society
Rice Family Foundation

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
Ruffed Grouse Society

William Myers Memorial Fund

Elk are one of the many unique species
living in the Pigeon River County.
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The Big Wild
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Pigeon River Country is one of those increasingly rare
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Sturgeon and Black rivers. With its scenic beauty, array of
fascinating wildlife species and vast area of undeveloped

conserving. The Pigeon River Country State Forest, with =1= B
100,000 acres, makes it the most contiguous block of undeveloped land in the
lower peninsula. In addition, the surrounding private lands, called the buffer
zone lands, play a very important role because they serve as key parcels for
wildlife corridors, or places where species can freely move from one area to
other to meet their habitat needs.

Pigeon River Habitat Initiative

The Pigeon River Habitat Initiative (PRHI) partnership was formed in 2001 as a
collective of private citizens, state and federal agencies and nonprofit
organizations all with an interest in preserving the ecological integrity of the
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and local units of governments bordering on or near the Pigeon River Country
State Forest to protect the ecological characteristics and diversity of wildlife anc
to maintain and improve corridors wildlife need to thrive. The key to the PRHI
program is bringing the entire tool kit of conservation options directly to
landowners and local governments. Options include writing and implementing
forest stewardship plans, installing native wildlife plantings, permanently
protecting lands through deed restrictions, developing ordinance
recommendations and placing lands in public trust.



