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The Big Wild

Some call this place the Big Wild i home to an
abundance of wildlife such as elk, deer, bobcat,
bear, pine marten, and three blue -ribbon trout
streams offering anglers some of the finest trout
fishing found in northern Michigan. Pigeon River
Country is one of those increasingly rare places that
humbles a person with its scenic beauty, a vast area
of undeveloped landscape that makes a person

feel like a speck of sand on a beach along a Great
Lakes shoreline. This area has experienced
everything from failed attempts to convert the land
for agricultural use to uncontrollable forest fires in the
1930s and a heated battle over hydrocarbon
resources development that started in the 1970s.
Fortunately for all of us, efforts were made to protect
this land and designate it a state forest. The Pigeon
River Country State Forest (PRC) is the largest
contiguous block of undeveloped land in the lower
peninsula of Michigan and comprises nearly 105,000
acres. Forest recreation opportunities include six
campgrounds, 60 miles of pathways, wildlife viewing,
hunting, and fishing on many backwoods lakes.

Nevertheless, it is not just the state forest that
makes up the wild character and ecological
diversity of Pigeon River Country. The surrounding
private lands, called the buffer zone lands, play a
very important role and serve as key parcels to
provide corridors wildlife need to thrive and meet
their habitat needs. Concerns over the ecological
integrity of the forest have grown because as these
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private parcels surrounding the state forest come
under increased development pressure, important
wildlife habitat is quickly being fragmented. In 1999,
the Wildlife Committee of the Pigeon River Country
Advisory Council invited local resource groups who
were working in the area to meet and see if there
could be more of a concentrated effort between all
the groups to address these concerns. The result was
a partnership formed in 2001 called the Pigeon River
Habitat Initiative (PRHI) made up of state and
federal agencies, nonprofit organizations, and
concerned citizens.

The mission of the partnership is to work with
private landowners bordering on or near the PRC to
protect the natural resources of the area and
maintain and improve wildlife corridors. The group
works with private landowners through site visits
conducted by the Habitat Specialist. Huron Pines, a
nonprofit group serving Northeast Michigan,
employs the Habitat Specialist, who meets with
landowners interested in learning about resource
conservation and how to apply management
techniques to their property. Programs offered not
only benefit the natural resources of the area and
maintain the wild character, but also help the
landowner by improving habitat for wildlife on their
property, providing potential tax incentives, and
offering cost -sharing opportunities to help offset
expenses of improvements.

Please visit www.huronpines.org for information on the Pigeon River Habitat Initiative and
other ongoing projects in the area.
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